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Overview 
Project background  
Joy was displayed on a plinth at the corner of Yurong and Stanley streets in East Sydney for 18 
months in the 1990s. 

The artwork is a life size sculpture of a sex worker. Artist Loui Fraser’s intent was to pay tribute to 
the women who historically were sex workers in the area. 

The sculpture created a lot of controversy and many people were opposed to it, while others were 
supportive. 

In 1997 the sculpture was removed at the end of its agreed installation period. Joy was acquired by 
Macquarie University as part of its sculpture collection in 1997 and it does not wish to part with the 
original. It will support a replica of the artwork. 

Purpose of engagement 
In November 2023 following representations, Council resolved to consult our communities on 
whether there was support to reinstate the statue of “Joy” or a replica to Stanley Street and Yurong 
Street in East Sydney. See council decision HERE. 

Engagement summary 
This report outlines the engagement activities that took place in March and April 2024 to gather 
feedback on the proposal to reinstate a replica of the sculpture Joy to the original location in East 
Sydney. It also summarises the key findings from this consultation. 

238 surveys were completed during the consultation period, between 26 March 2024 and 26 April 
2024.  

We received 18 written submissions. Submissions were received from 13 individuals, 2 
businesses, the Australian Centre for Public History, Australian Historical Association and the 
Australian Society for the Study of Labour History. 

Engagement findings 
Consultation submissions showed strong support for the proposal to reinstate a replica of the 
sculpture Joy to the original location in East Sydney. This was consistent across the overall data 
set and the responses from people local to the East Sydney area (bordered by College Street, 
Oxford Street, Forbes Street and William Street). 

Overall sentiment – surveys and written submissions 

86% of the 256 overall repondents supported a replica of the sculpture Joy being returned where 
as 14% did not support the proposition.  
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East Sydney sentiment – surveys and written submissions 

66 people residing in East Sydney participated in the consultation. 71% of local respondents 
supported a replica of the sculpture Joy being returned whereas 29% did not support the 
proposition. 

 

Primary Themes – Survey Results 

Reasons for support  

Of the 209 people who supported the sculpture’s return, 192 people chose to explain the reason 
for their support. The primary reasons mentioned were that the sculpture: 

• Recognises the history of the area (74%) 
• Recognises sex workers and or sex work (42%) 
• Promotes inclusion and diversity (27%) 
• Is high quality public art (14%) 

Reasons for opposition 

Of the 29 people who opposed the sculpture’s return 25 people chose to explain the reason for not 
supporting the proposal. The primary reasons mentioned were as follows: 

• Inappropriate to recognise sex workers/sex work (28%) 
• Commission a new work instead (28%) 
• Subject matter not appropriate for the general public (20%) 
• Aesthetically unappealing/lacks artistic merit (20%) 
• Money could be better spent for community (16%) 

 

Primary Themes – Written Submissions 

18 written submissions were received. 10 supported the sculpture’s return and 8 were opposed.  

Reasons for support 

• Recognises sex workers and/or sex work (60%) 
• Promotes inclusion and diversity (50%) 
• Recognises the history of the area (40%) 
• High quality public art (40%) 
• Increases female representation in public art (40%) 

Reasons for opposition 

• Inappropriate to recognise sex work and/or sex workers (38%) 
• Subject matter not appropriate for general public (25%) 
• Sculpture could encourage anti-social behaviour (25%) 
• A more nuanced memorial is required (13%) 
• Sculpture lacks artistic merit (13%) 
• Original should be reinstated instead of replica (13%)  
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Outcomes of engagement 
The following is a snapshot of the outcomes from the engagement.  

Submissions received during March and April 2024 consultation 
We received a total of 256 submissions and the Sydney Your Say page was visited 1232 times 
during the public exhibition period.  

 

 
 
Demographic Data 
 
Age  
Respondents ranged in age from 16 to over 80. The majority of responses were by people 
between the age of 50-59 (21%), 40-49 (21%) and 30-39 (17%). 
 
Gender 
Of those respondents that answered this question 47% identified as female, 45% as male, and 4% 
as intersex, trans or gender non-binary. 
 
Cultural Background   
Respondents identified as being from a wide range of cultural backgrounds including Australian, 
British, European, Asian, Sir Lankan, Aboriginal, Polish, Italian, German, Indian, French, and 
Greek. 
  

Quantity Description of activity 

256 Total submissions received 

238 Survey submissions  

1 Journal article published in the Public History Review attached to survey 
submission (see Appendix D) 

18 Written submissions received via emailed  

1232 Sydney Your Say webpage visits 
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Overall feedback  
Overall sentiment – survey responses and written submissions 
238 people completed the survey during the consultation period and 18 written submissions were 
received. The primary question asked in the consultation was: “Do you support reinstating a replica 
of the sculpture Joy in her original location?” 

 

86% of overall repondents supported a replica of the sculpture Joy being returned where as 14% 
did not support the proposition.  

Local sentiment 
We anaylised the results to understand what people who live in the local East Sydney area felt 
about the proposition. 66 people residing in East Sydney participated in the consultation and their 
overall sentiment is as follows:  

 

71% of local repondents supported a replica of the sculpture Joy being returned where as 29% did 
not support the proposition. 
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Survey Submissions 
Of the 238 people who completed the survey, a total of 219 people also supplied a reason for their position.  

 

Primary themes - Surveys 
 
Supportive: Survey data 

192 people who provided feedback via survey gave an explanation of their support. Most people 
supplied more than one reason. The most common reason given, by 75% of respondents, was that 
the sculpture recognises the history of the area.  

 

Indicative verbatim comments 

Recognises the history of the area (74%)  

“This sculpture represents the history of the area in a beautifully subtle and elegant way. It’s 
important that cities resist the temptation to rewrite history or gloss over the people and the stories 
that represent and important truth about our history and identity. Knowing and embracing these 
histories contributes to the social fabric of Sydney.” 

“It is a significant (and beautiful!) piece of public art that reflects acknowledged history and 
provides an opportunity to recognise matters of historical and economic significance.” 

“It represents an important part of the suburb's history and a world leading NSW legacy in 
decriminalising sex work. Something that should definitely be publicly acknowledged and not 
hidden away from view. As a Darlinghurst resident of 5 years - I know many of our residents feel a 
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connection to the spirit of the area as a home to demographics not always accepted and 
celebrated in mainstream Australian society.” 

“It is an accurate and artistically bold representation of Darlinghurst history - a unique and beautiful 
representation of this part of Sydney. It is a shame it was taken down in the first place.” 

“This sculpture provides an important historical and cultural link from the suburb's history to the 
current more gentrified suburb and is a means of remembering the unique identity of Darlinghurst 
and is something to talk about and consider.” 

“As a historian and City of Sydney resident, I support the restoration of Joy to her original site as a 
fitting reminder of an important element in Darlinghurst's history. The suburb's associations with 
the sex trade date back to the late nineteenth century. It is a complex, and yes, at times dark 
history, but no less important for that. The role that the industry and those who worked in it had in 
shaping the suburb deserves acknowledgement. It can be seen especially as a tribute to the efforts 
of many women from the area to make sex work safer through decriminalisation and other 
advocacy.” 

 

Recognises sex workers and/or sex work (42%) 

“Sex work is greatly misunderstood. Joy sparks a conversation that needs to be had. As a sex 
worker myself, the representation of someone like me - working to support themselves and their 
loved ones and providing an invaluable service, changes the conversation.” 

“As a sex worker, I believe our history and woe should be celebrated in the most well known area 
for sex work in NSW. NSW was the first place in the world to decriminalise sex work and we should 
be proud of our history and celebrate those who came before us.” 

“Joy is an important symbol of the many sex workers whom were a colourful part of the history of 
that area. It’s important we not whitewash history but instead acknowledge the richness these 
women brought, and also remember that many also suffered at the hands of violence. Joy is a 
show of respect for these dynamic strong women.” 

“By decriminalising Sex Workers and NSW took world leading action that played a huge role in the 
response to AIDS and to sex worker rights worldwide. We ARE the evidence that disproves the 
myths used to strip sex workers of our autonomy and our rights. That is something we should be 
SO proud of and hiding it does a disservice to all. There's nothing about the design if the statue 
itself that could be considered inappropriate for the public. Having it harms no one and uplifts 
many.” 

“As a leading historian of global sexual labour, I think this sculpture is among the most unique in 
the world. It represents the (criminalized, invisibilized, unseen, stigmatized) labour of millions of 
people, mostly women, whose work (chosen or unchosen) has underwritten the global capitalist 
economy and has sustained families and communities. It is not simply a celebration of sex work, 
but rather a depiction of what for millions of women in history has been a lived reality that we 
should all recognize and commemorate. Society has tried very hard to push sexual labour 
underground and out of sight, even as it perpetuates the inequalities that underwrite it. Joy insists 
we look at her. Please put her back in view. She is a sculpture of global importance.” 

“It is really important that Sydney (or NSW rather) takes public credit for the huge global role they 
play in the world as the first jurisdiction to decriminalise sex work in 1995. They have been followed 
by New Zealand in 2004, Northern Territory in 2019, Victoria in 2021, Belgium in 2023, and likely 
Queensland in 2024. It is recognised by extensive public health research as the best practice 
model for both sex worker rights and public health, and more jurisdictions will likely follow. Sex 
worker organisations globally look to the progress and successes spearheaded by Australian sex 

19



Page 8 of 35 
 

workers since the 1970s. Joy symbolises this huge and powerful stance taken by sex workers in 
Sydney, and the role model they continue to provide in law reform and justice. She is also an 
important symbol of the often unrecognised role of women in society and the hidden work they do. 
Please bring Joy back!” 

 

Promotes inclusion and diversity (27%) 

“I am a sex worker & live on Yurong St, where the original sculpture was once displayed. Not only 
is the sculpture tasteful, it is important to reflect Darlinghurst rich history with sex workers and a 
symbol of hope for an inclusive culture for the future.” 

“It’s important to have representation of the history of an important group of people who lived and 
worked in Darlinghurst and advocate for sex workers to reduce stigma and shaming of a group 
who have been historically abused and marginalized.” 

“It will help to combat the marginalisation of sex workers and introduce some diversity into the 
urban landscape. The location is appropriate in light of Sydney's history and culture.” 

“Sex work is decriminalized, this population was and remains a crucial and vibrant part of our 
community. They have experienced violence, stigma and discrimination, and I support this statue 
on the basis of inclusion, diversity and with a desire to not perpetuate ongoing exclusion from our 
diverse CoS fabric. They are also a community that has responded to the HIV epidemic with pride, 
and should be included in recognition in the same way as we do LGBTI communities.” 

 

High quality public art (14%) 

“It is a significant (and beautiful!) piece of public art that reflects acknowledged history and 
provides an opportunity to recognise matters of historical and economic significance.” 

“Because the sculpture, and the people it represents is an integral part of the history of the area. 
It's also just a beautiful artwork.” 

“It's an important and thought provoking piece addressing some of our area's slightly sordid past. 
The sculpture itself is pleasing to the eye and adds something to the streetscape, and conveys an 
important message about our past too. I look forward to seeing her back!” 

“This is an important part of our city’s life and history - the sculpture and the presence and work of 
sex workers in the inner city. It should be returned. It’s also a great sculpture.” 

“This is not only a great sculpture. More generally adding more artworks in the street makes the 
place more interesting. Particularly when the sculpture provide an historical perspective to the 
place. Sculptures tend also to become iconic overtime and represent reference areas where 
people meet. I think that we should have more these sculptures in the area. Times have also 
changed and I don’t think that this sculpture is shocking anymore in the same way it was in the 
1990s.” 
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Not supportive: Survey data 

25 people who provided feedback via survey gave an explanation of their opposition. Most people 
supplied more than one reason. The most common reasons given, were that it was inappropriate 
to recognised sex work or workers in this way (28%), people also expressed their preference for 
the commissioning of a new work (28%).  

 

 

 

Inappropriate to recognise sex work and/or sex workers (28%) 

“Women have a right to be freed from the slavery of prostitution, and it should be recriminalised, 
never celebrated.” 

“Sex work is a sad reality in our society. It is undertaken mostly by people who have few or no 
other choices open to them to earn the income needed to live. It is not something we should 
celebrate or talk about in positive terms as being a colourful part of a vibrant society or precinct. 
That kind of discourse disguises the suffering and exploitation involved, and ignores the abuse of 
power and wealth and also the mental and physical health damage involved, for both perpetrator 
and victim-survivor. The statue and replica do not depict the darkness and pain inherent in what we 
euphemistically refer to as sex work. Educated and wealthy people may like to think of sex work as 
in some way adding to the vibrancy or diversity of our society, but for the people trapped doing this 
work it is a daily reminder that they have little to no power, the lowest of low status - it is a daily 
struggle to maintain any sense of self worth and to earn the money needed to survive. If you want 
a statue, get one that commemorates the reality and the suffering of those who have walked this 
path over the decades and centuries.” 

“Yes, prostitution is a part of the history of this area, and it should be remembered, but it's not 
something that should be celebrated. I remember those times. They were terrible. It was a 
dangerous time for those women as well as for the residents of the area. They would be walking 
the dark back lanes and getting into the cars of strangers or inviting them into their premises with 
no protection, and there was a lot of drug addiction among them. A quick Google search will tell 
you that over the years there were numerous murders of sex workers, drug overdoses, and even 
generational prostitution and drug use in this area before things were cleaned up. Yes, prostitution 
will always be a part of our society, but I imagine there are very few women who would engage in it 
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if they had the choice to do something else that paid as well. It’s not a career path we should be 
promoting or glamourising.” 

 

Commission a new work instead (28%) 

“The proposed work is a replica. With so many quality artists and galleries in Darlinghurst, an 
original work would help support local businesses and reflect the neighbourhood better than a copy 
of something at Macquarie University.” 

“Time for a NEW artwork exploring the SAME THEMES :) Give a new artist a chance to pay tribute 
to sex workers.” 

“I support the concept, but I would like a new sculpture that pays homage to the original ‘joy’ and 
artist intent. I would like to see new artistic sculpture installed, that references the old but is not a 
replica.” 

“So many reasons to object, did you know that there are four galleries on Stanley St: Stanley 
Street Gallery, Coma Gallery, Disorder Gallery and Mais Wright Gallery? This artwork was rejected 
by this community when it was first installed as it was felt that it did not represent who we are as a 
community this remains the case, this image does not represent our community. We are so much 
more than what this work depicts. Aesthetics and taste are personal and, in my opinion, this is a 
mediocre work at best, its notoriety is the result of its controversy not because it was a note-worthy 
work of art. I would love to see more sculptures in this city and of course in Stanley St but not this 
work. If our rate money can be spent on art and there are four rate paying businesses on this street 
involved in the art world, surely these galleries might be in a position to suggest something more 
appropriate and better. Art by its very nature is most often controversial but it should at the very 
least be considered "good art" and should enhance the community for which it is intended. 
Anecdotally I was told that the generous person who commissioned this work was asked to 
consider having this work installed in the front yard of their home (I believe somewhere on the 
Northshore). In this vain perhaps the councillors who vote in favour of this sculpture might consider 
how it would be received at their place. I do not support the reproduction of this artwork but I do 
support the erection of a new artwork and may there be many more sculptures. If we are only 
allowed one sculpture in our street let it not be this one.”  

“The moment has passed. I have no issue with a sculpture of a sex worker, but I given that the 
original now lives at Macquarie University, I think it's time to commission a new work for the 
location in Darlinghurst.” 

 

Subject matter not appropriate for general public (20%) 

“There are families and schools in this area. What are parents of young children supposed to say if 
their kids ask them about the statue? Perhaps a tribute to all the women who died or were 
murdered in this area in the form of a plaque or memorial somewhere might be appropriate, but a 
statue of a sex worker in action attempting to lure customers to her door? No.” 

“Adults and children have a right to go through the streets without being exposed to demoralising 
concepts such as prostitution (never use the euphemism 'sex work').” 

“Whilst acknowledging our past is important, placing such a sculpture regarding such a subject 
outside a nursing home and outside a boys school/ educational institution is inappropriate. The 
neighbourhood and demographic in East Sydney in 2024 is not the same as its seedy past. A 
statue of a prostitute in a prominent corner position seen by all traffic, residents, school children 
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from Sydney Grammer and SCEGS as they go to school and passers by is provocative and 
unnecessary.” 

Sculpture is aesthetically unappealing and/or lacks artistic merit (20%) 

“The proposed artwork is not of particular artistic merit and money would be better spent 
commissioning a new original artwork and supporting emerging or First Nations artists.” 
 
“I live a block away & I find the sculpture ugly. I was born in Darlinghurst at Crown Street Women’s 
Hospital & I lived on Stanley Street in the 80s so I’m well aware of the neighbourhood’s reputation 
for drugs & prostitution, and if it were an appealing sculpture I’d think, well, why not. But it’s ugly.”  
 
“First, I consider the site is ideal for sculpture, with high visibility from pedestrians and motorists. I 
don't favour the sculpture's form, proportions, surface and colour. 1: the legs are ill-proportioned 
while the arms and shoulders show a poor understanding of anatomy. 2: the red-framed doorway 
is an effective framing but the white plaster-like figure looks ghostly at night. 3: returning to 
proportion, the head is drastically out of scale with the figure while the hair and hairstyle resemble 
dough. I remember this work when it was first installed and thought it would be vandalised within a 
few months. The idea is worthy but this, to my eye, does not compliment the memories and culture 
of sex-workers in East Sydney/Darlinghurst.” 
 
Money could be better spent for community (16%) 
 
“It was removed for good reason. I am supportive of a sculpture but not the ‘Joy’. The money is 
better utilised in increase tree maintenance on Yurong St. Yurong st doesn’t get serviced well by 
the council. Trees, ground plants and leaf removal isn’t not been performed frequently enough. 
Let’s stop installing art when basic maintenance isn’t being completed sufficiently.” 
 
“Personally, I’d like to see any money for that project go toward something useful, like a small 
enclosed area in Hyde Park where dogs could run free.” 
 
“There is a significant rat infestation in the part adjacent this that is out of control. Investing in a 
cosmetic statue over remedying this issue with the rat's is a little out of order. I'd support the 
statute but would prefer to see the other things fixed first.” 
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Written submissions 
Overview  
 
We received 18 written submissions during the consultation:  
 
Submissions were received from 13 individuals, 2 businesses, the Australian Centre for Public 
History, Australian Historical Association and the Australian Society for the Study of Labour 
History. A selection of written submissions in full can be found in Appendix D. 
 

 
Sentiment – written submissions 
The sentiment of people who supplied written submissions has been included in the overall 
sentiment figures supplied earlier in this report.  
 
Sentiment specific to written submitters is also included below:  
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Reasons for support 
 

Of the 10 written submissions that supported the return of a replica of the sculpture the most 
commonly given reasons for this support were as follows: 

 

 
 

Recognises sex workers and/or sex work (60%) 
 
As well, the fact that ‘Joy’ represents a sex worker provides an opportunity for the community to 
reflect on the heritage and history of Darlinghurst. As I am sure you are aware, sex workers and 
the sex industry more generally played an important role in the economy and society of this part of 
Sydney over many decades. A mature society should be prepared to include this aspect of its past 
alongside other, perhaps less controversial, elements of its history. There was a time when 
Australians preferred to forget their convict past but few would harbor such feelings today. 

 

“NO more if’s or buts please just enable Joy's return she is much loved by many in the community 
and more widely.  She is particularly loved of course by sex workers as she is a kind of metaphor 
for our intrinsic humanity often denied and ridiculed. She is also loved by business owners and 
others who know their neighbourhood - East Sydney - has some significant history much of which 
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has included sex work, and tourists come to them asking about this history… And, Joy can 
showcase the heroic role of sex workers fighting back against corruption and the protection of 
themselves and others at the outset of the HIV pandemic. All worthy of a statue (in the form of Joy) 
I say.” 

 
“Making individuals ‘seen’ through public representation confirms their place in the community, and 
their right to a voice within it. In a 2003 article advocating for representations of sex work in 
Australian public history, Simon Adams and Raelene Frances commented that: ‘The exclusion of 
certain subjects and groups in museums and galleries has implications for our status as citizens. A 
more inclusive approach to the history of sex work thus has political implications, especially for 
those currently engaged in the sex industry.’” 

 
Promotes inclusion and diversity (50%) 
 
"The Statue of Joy is significant, not just because she represents a woman in a city where statues 
of men abound, but because she represents a more diverse, inclusive and respectful portrayal of 
the lives of sex workers in the City of Sydney." 

 

“This will help demonstrate that Council agrees that the human rights of sex workers should be 
recognised by society, not least as part of improving their somewhat precarious safety.” 

 
Recognises the history of the area (40%) 
 
“The statue addresses a significant aspect of Sydney’s social, economic and legal history that 
deserves to be remembered and acknowledged. Public forms of history like statuary should 
represent the diversity of historical experiences, including complex and contested histories.” 

 
“I wish to express my firm support for the plan to reinstate the Joy sculpture, as both a piece of 
street art but more importantly to commemorate the local history.” 

 
High quality public art (40%) 
 
“…We suggest that the statue of ‘Joy’ is an engaging piece of art that would add interest to 
Sydney’s public spaces. It would be a drawcard for tourists and provide a platform for education.” 

 

Increases female representation in public art (40%) 
 
“At a time when equity in public art and statuary is being called for as highlighted in the project - A 
Statue of One's Own, joy is a perfect fit, showcasing ordinary hard working women, albeit in the 
oldest profession, who once lived and worked and supported their neighbors through many 
hardships in the neighborhood in which Joy once proudly stood.  

 
“The return of the statue will increase public representations of women’s history, which are 
currently severely under-represented in the statues and memorials installed in Australian cities.” 
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"We believe it is important that public art attempt to represent a broad spectrum of society. As it 
stands, statues of women form a very small percentage of statues in public spaces in Australia, 
and especially in Sydney. Representations of women workers are an even smaller percentage of 
these, so reinstating the statue of ‘Joy’ would be an ideal opportunity to help redress this 
imbalance.” 

 

Reasons for not supporting 
Of the 8 written submissions that opposed the return of a replica of the sculpture the most 
commonly given reasons for this support were as follows: 

 

 
 
Inappropriate to recognise sex work and/or sex workers (38%) 
 
“Where are the statues of the labourers? Of the women who raised their children on a shoestring 
budget? Of the migrants? Of the artists? Of all those who lived here and worked hard to make 
something of their lives? Instead, Council proposes to use ratepayer funds to idolise prostitution. 
What’s next, a shrine to drug users? Give me a break.” 
 
“An inappropriate location for a statue of a prostitute suggests it was a zone for sex workers but 
that was in the 1980s!” 
 
"Thank you for asking us to comment on the imposition of a prostitute statue near our home. The 
community generally is very opposed and think that the time for this stunt is long past. Our aged 
care facility is the wrong place for this..." 
 
 
Subject matter not appropriate for general public (25%) 
 
“Every day the Public Buses pass by this particular spot each way every 15 minutes. 
The same Buses pass by the young ladies Girls School SCEGGS at the south end of Stanley 
Street - a place of education and joy - hope and safety with its own story. The Ladies of the Night 
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that is depicted in the “Joy” sculpture depicts “ working women”  who were used and abused by 
their Owners - mainly male brothel owners and pimps who “ OWNED THEM “ and used them for 
monetary gain and the exercise of the power they had over them - and discarded them when the 
prostitutes had reached a use by date or were addled by the drugs supplied  to them by their “ 
minders”. At our current time in the Darlinghurst community when the rights of all females are 
being respected more fully and movements for changes in our society being implemented to 
protect vulnerable women - the unfortunately named “ Joy” sculpture in not in anyone’s interest to 
be exposed to the general public in such a public space.” 
 
“The statue’s proximity to Sydney Grammar School students at early age of 7 or 8 are dropped off 
at this location. The Australian Museum has young children passing by regularly.” 
 
 
Sculpture could encourage anti-social behaviour (25%) 
 
“Residents stopped our area from becoming a red light district and we don’t want a return to the 
past.” 
 
“Are we fortunate to live here? With this being returned it could attract attention and could succeed 
in letting people think that East Sydney is still the red light district. It sets a tone that doesn’t exist 
any more. It doesn’t reflect the values of this community.”  
 
 
A more nuanced memorial is required (13%) 
 
“The work very crudely celebrates the profession, yet for a huge percentage of sex workers it was 
direr need that drove the profession and could be considered a form of slavery. Having 
experienced the community upset of JOY the first time do we really need to go through this again, 
It became a calling sign for curb crawlers in the area, it triggered grief in the mothers who had lost 
daughters to prostitution and drugs. A sex worker was murdered in front of my house, hence I find 
this very upsetting, even the title JOY is inappropriate. We should not white wash the history of 
Darlinghurst but why Stanley Street, surely it could be in Kings Cross or Taylor Square, or in a 
Darlinghurst pocket park. Surely there could be a more nuanced memorial to the dark history of 
Darlinghurst.” 
 
 
Sculpture lacks artistic merit (13%) 
 
“I do not think this sculpture has merit on artistic grounds. It’s simply not very good.” 
 
 
Original sculpture should be reinstated instead of replica (13%) 
 
“I wish to add my voice/vote to those that are advocating that the statue of JOY be returned to its 
original location. Too much of Sydney's history has become photographs or words. We need 
history recorded/documented/displayed where it happened. 
Let Macquarie University have the replica with a plaque. 
To those locals who remember the city that JOY represents, Macquarie Uni is a world and a 
lifestyle away, completely sanitised, and bears no recognition to the area JOY came from. 
Please have her returned.” 
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Appendices 
Appendix A: Communications overview 
 

The following is a snapshot of outcomes from marketing and communications activities 
undertaken to support the consultation. Activities reached a range of audience segments 
existing City of Sydney channels. 
 

Activity                Outcome 

Sydney Your Say webpage •  1232 views   
 

CEO letter • To 2541 properties (Owners / 
Businesses / residents) on 27 
March.  

Notification email to stakeholders 
 

• To 16 unique recipients on 28 
March.  

eNewsletters  
Sydney Your Say November edition 

• 6659 subscribers sent on 11 
April 2024 
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Appendix B: Communications activities 
Sydney Your Say webpage 
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On-site signage:  
 

 
 
Plinth at the corner of Yurong and Stanley streets in East Sydney (original location of 
sculpture).  
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Notification via eNews  
Inclusion in Sydney Your Say eNewsletter on 11th of April 
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Letter from the CEO: sent to 2541 properties (Owners / Businesses / residents) on 27 
March 
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Appendix C: Consultation materials 
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Appendix D: Selected written submissions 
Australian Centre for Public History, UTS 
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Julie Bates AO (from the Bring Joy Back Committee) 
 

NO more if’s or buts please just enable Joy's return she is much loved by many in the community 
and more widely.  She is particularly loved of course by sex workers as she is a kind of metaphor 
for our intrinsic humanity often denied and ridiculed. She is also loved by business owners and 
others who know their neighbourhood - East Sydney - has some significant history much of which 
has included sex work, and tourists come to them asking about this history.  

 

People living in some of the old, now restored, terraces proudly announce to their dinner party 
guests that their homes were once brothels so there is no denying the history of this neighborhood. 
When Joy is back they say they will be able to point to her and let Joy tell the story - from the 
whore or horse’s mouth so to speak. They believe, quite rightly, the return of Joy will bring more 
tourists to the neighborhood which in turn will bring them more business, particularly important as 
they get back on their feet post COVID.  

 

Then, if that is not enough. At a time when equity in public art and statuary is being called for as 
highlighted in the project - A Statue of One's Own, joy is a perfect fit, showcasing ordinary hard 
working women, albeit in the oldest profession, who once lived and worked and supported their 
neighbors through many hardships in the neighborhood in which Joy once proudly stood. And, Joy 
can showcase the heroic role of sex workers fighting back against corruption and the protection of 
themselves and others at the outset of the HIV pandemic. All worthy of a statue (in the form of Joy) 
I say.  
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‘Joy’: Memorialisation and the Limits of Tolerance 
By Rae Frances (Monash University) and Julie Kimber (Monash University) 
 
 
Abstract 
 
While there are a growing number of ‘counter-hegemonic’ monuments in Australia, the 
numerous workers’ memorials commemorating heroic male figures - coalminers, truck drivers, 
timber workers and wharf labourers – retain the exclusionary characteristic of traditional or 
‘institutional’ memorialising. Many such memorials nourish a masculinist, albeit working class, 
vision of Australia’s nation building efforts, while commemoration of the lives of women – 
beyond ‘the exceptional’ – is rare in the public sphere. This article examines one such rarity: 
the statue of ‘Joy’ commemorating the lives of women who worked as prostitutes in the ‘red 
light’ district of East Sydney, an urban environment then in the later stages of gentrification. 
‘Joy’ is a memorial resembling the more recent tradition of ‘new genre’ public art; art that 
‘seeks to disrupt prevailing conceptions of the city’. When the larger-than-life cement, marble 
dust and steel statue took up her position on the street in East Sydney, New South Wales, it 
elicited widespread controversy. It is these different responses that are the subject of this 
article. They provide a snapshot of late-twentieth century Sydney views on prostitution and 
history. 
 
Download the full article HERE 
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